“22 JANUARI 2007”:

Shabby Portrait of the Republic’s Role in Poso

I. Tanah Runtuh in Gebang Rejo

TANAH RUNTUH, a small enclave in the corner of Poso, Central Sulawesi, suddenly became famous in the last six months. A terrifying battle which lasted for more than eight hours between policeman and suspected perpetrators of violence in Poso has made Tanah Runtuh even more famous.

Not only that it was famous, Tanah Runtuh has also raised questions such as: How did Tanah Runtuh grow, and then become as famous as it is today? Here is the story.

As a matter of fact there is nothing special about the Tanah Runtuh Area. It is quite quiet during the day time and even quieter in the night time. In the past, it used to be residential area for people with adequate income. This could be seen both from the houses still standing as well as several ruins, which show that the elite strata of the society lived in the area. 

Previously this area was more known by the name of PAM (Perusahaan Air Minum – Drinking Water Company). Because located not far from the area is the office for PDAM (Perusahaan Daerah Air Minum – Drinking Water Regional Company) Poso. The condition of this area is hilly.  Most of the houses have plants such as fruit trees which grow mango and rambutan.

It is now called Tanah Runtuh because a few years ago, the road on the side of Poso River which was located on the edge of Gebang Rejo district, Poso Kota, collapsed. 

Since several years ago, not far from the collapse area, stood a pesantren (Islamic boarding school) called ‘Al Amanah’, established on May 4th, 2001 by a Muslim cleric, Ustadz Haji Muhammad Adnan Arsal. It was established to hold former santris (i.e. Islamic school students) from Walisongo pesantren, located in Kilometer 9 Lage, Poso, which was burnt down and approximately 200 santris were killed by rioters in Poso Conflict May 2000. 

Amanah pesantren itself is located in two different places. The one in Tanah Runtuh has 16 female santris, and 47 kindergarten santris. And the other one in Landangan, Poso Pesisir has 65 junior high school male santris.

There were no obvious activities done by the santris besides studying religion. The method in teaching religion is adapted from the national curriculum. As for the “kitab kuning” (thirteen books of Islamic Law) reading, it is held outside the school’s schedule. 

Iwan Ahmad, a Tanah Runtuh villager, stated that this pesantren appears to be secluded from outsiders. It was because each time riots happened in Poso, this pesantren always became the target of police search. “That is why they appear to be secluded and cautious toward guests,” said Iwan.

Ustadz Muhammad Adnan Arsal is the head of Amanah pesantren, who is very well known in Poso after the Poso Conflict in year 2000. At several times Ustadz Adnan admitted that he knew the suspects of terrorism in Poso and Palu, personally. 

“I’m the one who taught them religious education. But I did not teach them violence,” Ustadz Adnan confirmed.

Therefore, in their search for 29 people on the Central Sulawesi terrorism wanted list (DPO) in Poso and Palu, police officers including members of the Special Detachment 88 tried to approach Ustadz Adnan. The police officers were even willing to wait for the Muslim clerics’ statements in dialogues that were held several times by the Poso regional government and the Central Sulawesi provincial police since October 2006.

Gebang Rejo Profile

The above is a brief description of Tanah Runtuh. But in order to describe Tanah Runtuh, one must not forget to describe Gebang Rejo, a small district in Poso Kota, where Tanah Runtuh acts as the administrative area.

Before 1950, Gebang Rejo district was still called Gebang Rejo Kampung, a part of Gorontalo Kampung which now is the Bonesompe district.

Before it became a residential area, Gebang Rejo was a forest which grows Silar trees, a species of Palm trees. The word Gebang means Silar. And Rejo means fertile. These two words are from Javanese traditional language, where Gebang Rejo is expected to grow, become prosperous village with fertile agricultural land.

From 1950 to 1968, Gebang Rejo which has separated from Gorontalo Kampung was led by a former Dutch Colonial Army (KNIL) officer named Soemadikoro.

After that period, from 1968 to 1974, it was led by Suhardjo, a local society elder. During Suhardjo’s administration, migrants from Luwu regency, South Palopo, South Sulawesi and Java all entered Gebang Rejo.

From 1974 to 1975, Gebang Rejo’s leadership was transferred to the head of Hagu Harun Kampung. At the end of Hagu’s leadership, Kampung Gebang Rejo became a village. At that moment, the village was led by a member of Indonesian National Army (TNI), named Saridjo. Under his leadership, Gebang Rejo village turns into a District (kelurahan). He led Gebang Rejo until 1988.

After Saridjo, from 1988 to 1991, Gebang Rejo was led again by a member of Indonesian National Army named Sujawarso. Later in 1991, in less than one year, this new district was led by WD Manggede, a member of Pamong Praja (Civil Service) officer.

And then, again, Gebang Rejo was led by a military member named G Parainta, from 1991 to 1995. From 1995 to 2001, Gebang Rejo’s leadership was shifted to the hand of civilians. At that moment, the area was led by Mahyudin Darise, and in 2000 – 2001, led by Dasiran. In 2002 – 2004 led by Suripto K. At present, this district is led by Mariono Ari Pamungkas, SH who was appointed in 2004.

Based on the demographic information in the local district office, Gebang Rejo holds 10.521 people. The details are 5.267 males and 4.983 females who are all Muslims; 102 males and 114 females who are Christians; 32 males and 23 males who are Hindus; which totals to 5.401 males and 5.120 females. 

There are 1.120 people civil servants living in Gebang Rejo, as well as members of the TNI (Indonesian National Army) (11 people) and police (116 people). There are also 230 people who work as employees in private company and 155 people who work for state-owned companies such as Pertamina. Others ply their trade as merchants (460 people), breeders (26 people) and farmers (419 people).

Nobody knows for sure why Gebang Rejo was led by members of military for several periods. It is known from limited sources that at that time it was suspected that a certain amount of PRRI-Permesta members escaped and hid in that area. Not to mention the refugees who came from South Palopo, because at that time the area was still under the domination of Kahar Muzakar’s DI-TII forces.

Nowadays, Gebang Rejo has developed into a crowded residential area. The PDAM or use to be called PAM is established here. Ever since the company commenced operations, other than known as Gebang Rejo, it is also known as PAM.

Now, post Poso Conflict, where large scaled violence and terrorism keep happening, Gebang Rejo is identified with Tanah Runtuh. Despite the fact that Tanah Runtuh is only one of many small villages in Gebang Rejo district.

Tanah Runtuh as well as Gebang Rejo becomes well known after the ongoing conflict in Poso. After the massacre of the santris in Walisongo Pesantren in Kilometer 9, Poso in year 2000, many santris, teachers and families sought refuge in the area.

The Badan Wakaf Ulul Albab Foundation, played an important role in facilitating the Walisongo refugees until later they build Amanah Pesantren in May 4th 2001. As mentioned before the head of this pesantren is Ustadz Muhammad Adnan Arsal, a charismatic cleric in Poso. One can not separate the name Tanah Runtuh from Amanah Pesantren.

But who would have guessed that starting from that point police officers considered this place to be the source where “armed group” came from, whose members were subsequently placed on a national police headquarters wanted list (DPO). From a Silar-liked fertile land to a fertile land for the Mujahidin (that is what the local people call those who were forced to raise arms, because they considered the police officers were not being fair in dealing with the Poso Conflict).

Using revenge as their reason, because a lot of their family members were killed in the riot, people such as Basri, later become specters to the police. He was mentioned by the police as a leader for the “armed group” and as someone who have access to weaponries. 

Further more police spied on Amanah Pesantren and Ustadz Adnan. Police initialed Ustadz Adnan Arsal as AA. He is considered to know the 29 people on the wanted list issued by police headquarters (now only left about 10 names after the police operation on January 22nd 2007) which was publicly announced in Poso in October 26th 2006.

Police claimed that Ustadz Adnan hid them, but he stated that they were conflict victims. But the police insisted that the law should be enforced. Therefore the operation was held in January 11th and 22nd in 2007. The total of victims was 15 civilians and two police officers. A certain amount of people in the wanted list was shot and others were captured and imprisoned, while others managed to escape.

Tanah Runtuh became better known afterward. Everyone knows this particular area. Despite the fact this district with hilly topography appears to be ordinary. The hills are filled with tall grass and hardwood tree forest. Its residents are also varied, not all of them have ever held guns.****

II. January 22nd 2007 Battle; Misguided Interpretation of Poso Conflict 

January was the month of folk festival in Poso. Fruits were harvesting in the heart-land of Sulawesi Island. People can see large amount of fruits, such as Durian, Langsat, Mangosteens and various type of mangos being displayed along the Negara street in Poso Regency, which is known as a piece of ‘heaven’. Also in January, Independent (i.e. Indie) music group from Palu was scheduled to perform there.

Poso is a city that reconstructed itself after an ethno religious conflict since last 1998. Its economic activity begins to spread widely. Groups of companies in Palu start to open their branches in this past two years, such as BNS supermarket group, Honda motorcycle dealer and Toyota automobiles, and also building material sales group, Sahabudin Maju. In the village markets, brand-new motorcycles were sold just as if they were selling vegetables.

But ever since the hunt for 29 people on the wanted list last January 22nd, the folk festival can no longer be held. Fruits were no longer in demand because there were no buyers. “My Durians went off because the big busses from Makasar and Luwuk did not come by,” said Mrs. Lince from Sepe village in Lage. And as for the Indie group? “Our schedule was ruined,” said the band manager from Anak Muda Palu, Rizal Buncit.

The search for people on the police headquarters wanted list who were suspected of perpetrating violence in Poso, became another new conflict after the previous conflict between two religious beliefs, Islam and Christianity, had come to an end. Tanah Runtuh area, the base camp for the people on the wanted list, became an area of battle between this group and the police.

According to the police, the clash was triggered because the youths in Poso who were named on the wanted list would not surrender. The police considered them to be responsible for the bloody and deadly violence in Central Sulawesi, namely Poso.  

As a result, the police mobilized not less than 1200 mobile police brigade (Brimob) member to capture the people on the wanted list dead or alive. Uncertain of the strength of the wanted men’s group, the police also mobilized four bulletproof vehicles (Barracudas) to penetrate the group’s hideout. The police also add more power with two units of helicopters and a boat from the maritime and air police. The police had prepared painstakingly for the large-scale battle.

And then the town battle began. At 07.30 WITA (Central Indonesian Time), two barracudas started to roll from Pulau Irian Street, in Pintu Gerang and entered Tanah Runtuh Area. Less than 100 meters after the barracudas started to move, sequences of bullets were shot by the wanted group. The Brimob force that followed the barracudas immediately ran for cover. At the same time the force was also blocked by the bombs thrown by the group. “We could only go 10 meters forward, because the bombs were being thrown continuously,” said one of the police officers who participated in the battle.

In PDAM area, east of Poso, the wanted group began to fight back. Constable Wahid, commander of the Palu-based mobile brigade unit, was not fully prepared for their offensive. Suddenly he was pinned down by bullets coming from the citizens’ houses and from Gunung Jati Hill. He was one of the police officer who got shot. “Luckily I wore bulletproof vest, thus my arm was bruised by a bouncing bullet,” he said.

PDAM area is the gateway to the Gerbang Rejo district. Here, Agus Jenggot, a member of the wanted group, was trusted to guard that main entrance. Because the group escaped to this area, recently a bunker was found and believed to be their hideout and a place to store their weapons.

At the beginning, the wanted group led the battle by making strong offense. At 09.00 local time, the group fatally shot Constable Roni Setiawan, a member of Kelapa Dua mobile brigade unit, around Pulau Alor Street. Having seen that, the police flew a helicopter overhead to appeal to Gebang Rejo residents to stay inside their houses. This was also a sign that the police were about to conduct a massive attack.

Since the helicopter flew around Poso, the wanted group’s movements were able to be detected. They panicked and were forced to leave their defense headquarters which were located in five areas. They could no longer execute their letter s strategy to attack, where they had planned to attack by moving zigzag among the houses in Gebang Rejo. They never expected the police would use helicopters.

At this point the tables were turned, and the police were able to “seize” the battle psychologically even though they had not yet taken over the battle field. Central Sulawesi Police Chief, Brigadier General Badrodin Haiti even felt anxious, because up until 11.00 local time, eight civilians in Poso had died from police fire but none were on the wanted list.

“What are we going to do, no one in the wanted group is captured,” Badrodin asked Poso police chief, Adjunst Commissioner Rudy Sufahriadi in his office. Sufahriadi replied, “Just relax commander; I will take responsibility for the citizens’ death.” 

Sufahriadi was prepared to say this because the killed citizens had utilized automatic modern weapons such as AK 47, M 16, and MK 3 to respond to the attack. Ever since, the term armed civilians has become popular. The police also depended on this terminology and gained enormous sympathy from the society. They also legitimized their massive attacks to Gebang Rejo with this terminology.  

According to Tugiran -the commander of “anak-anak bebek” (ducklings) and the right-hand man of Basri, the group’s leader- he managed to do the zigzag maneuver but found it ineffective because their headquarters were being approached by the police. Their main headquarter in the hilly Lorong area, were paralyzed by the police. Wiwin, one of the wanted people who were to guard that area, fled and went down to Gebang Rejo to save himself. “I was confused after Basri, the base in Pulau Jawa Street no longer existed, I ran to the post in Pembantu Gubernur, but it was already surrounded by the authorities,” said Tugiran. He admitted that during the zigzag maneuver he was ambushed and captured by the police.

A DPO source mentioned that at first they possessed grenade launchers (which they called “senjata jantung pisang”) and had prepared the weapons to blockade the Barracudas. But the weapons suddenly vanished in the morning. The source also mentioned that two people were prepared to be martyrs and use these launchers. 

The source then continued, if only they still had these weapons, the story of DPO’s resistance may  have turned out differently. One of the police also stated the similar thing. He said that the police were encouraged to move forward because they had searched the DPO’s hide out thoroughly.

The city battle lasted for about eight hours. The DPO ran away from the battle field with all their strength. The police also gave their best in doing the attacks. The police were themselves fearful in the face of the DPO’s heroic resistance. A police officer said, “We were cautious because they had good quality weapons.”

Then where do Poso citizens stand in this battle? One thing certain is they were captive with anxiety and fear both at the same time. Suratmi, one of the citizen in Pulau Jawa II Street for instance, felt something absurd in that battle. She, representing thousands of other citizens in her homeland, said that the reason behind the police attack does not make sense. Maybe she was right, because the suffering caused by Poso Conflict six year ago has not been fully recovered, and now they have to feel similar magnitude with this battle. “Life is getting more difficult, no one knows where this will end,” she said.

She felt even more devastated because her house that has just been reconstructed was torn apart by the bullets. Her windows were smashed and her house was cluttered when the police searched for weapons and members of the DPO who were presumed to be hiding there. The vegetables plantations in front of her house were stomped by the two battling groups. 

“We did not know what we were doing; the DPO’s weapons and the Police were the ones who decided our destiny,” she continued.

The police have made up their mind: the attack to the DPO was necessary because these people were the ones who perpetrated the violence in Poso. The attack was necessary in order to enforce the law in this republic. The police insisted in making the attack on the DPO in Gebang Rejo because they would not surrender. “Persuasive actions were conducted and deadlines were given several times. This time the police would not wait anymore, which is why we had to use force” said the Central Sulawesi Police Chief.

Meanwhile for the people in the wanted list, they consider their violence legitimate as an act of revenge to the conflict in Poso back in the year 2000. In the name of vengeance, people such as Basri and Tugiran were even willing to sell their belongings in exchange to weapons. Basri admitted to having perpetrated violence in Poso, like beheading three female high school students as an act of revenge.

As results, the battle have killed 13 civilians, one police officer and have also destroyed the homes of citizens who were not even involved. The citizens’ economic matters were blocked. That is why it is not a mistake to say that the January 22nd battle is misguided.****

 III. Four Hours of Panic

 The sun shone warmly on Monday morning January 22nd in Poso. Unlike the previous days where rain kept pouring and the city was covered with dark sky. It was as if the bloody tragedies never happened there.

The children in Tjokroaminoto Kindergarten, Pulau Bali Street, Gebang Rejo district, did their morning routine activities such as singing and chanting prayers before beginning their class. This has become the necessary agenda in the Islam based school.

But just when they were about to start studying, gunshots were fired without mercy. It was not obvious where the shots came from. All of a sudden, the class became hectic. More than 100 students in that kindergarten were frightened and started to cry. They all ran for cover under their desks and seats. Some directly hugged their teachers and cried for their parents.

Siti Aminah, one of the teacher at the kindergarten, could not do anything. Just like her students, she also felt frightened. Her fear became even more obvious when she saw dozens of mobile brigade members carrying rifles enter the school yard. She wondered why they came there and then spread out while carrying rifle that appeared to be ready to be shot. She thought that they were using the school as a defense fort. “If that should happened, then we are doomed,” said Aminah.

The police did warn the teachers and students to stay inside the classes in order to avoid stray bullets. Aminah was still confused with what the police meant by that warning. She herself has not seen the enemies approaching.

But minutes afterwards series of gunshots were fired again, and from distant sounds of blasting bombs were heard. “The children were getting more frightened. What noise is that madam? Are they going to shoot us? Some students even vomited and defecated. But I tried to calm them down. Relax children, the shots are not for us,” said Aminah imitating what the children had said and how they acted at the time.

As she along with the other teachers tried to calm the frightened students, Parents also called the school back and forth asking how their children were doing. “I almost fainted,” said Aminah.

Even though the children were basically frightened, but some of them gather their courage to peep through the window. They saw directly how the police duck for cover as they fired their rifles. But teachers immediately pulled them away from the window to avoid stray bullets.

According to Aminah, the horrifying and tense situation lasted for about four hours. “We felt more relaxed after the police went away and left the school. The sounds of fired guns were starting to fade away. But I remind the children to remain in the classroom. Until after their parents came to pick them up,” she reminisced.

What happened in January 22nd 2007 affected both the children and the learning activities in Tjokroaminoto Kindergarten. Because of that event, school was dismissed for one week. Even after the school was opened again, a lot of students were absent because they were still in trauma and sick. “What they have gone through that day could be avoided if only we knew what was going to happen. We regret that the police did not warn us before about the attack,” Aminah said as she hoped to never have to gone through the same thing again.  

A similar situation also occurred in 17 Public Elementary School in Poso. Dozens of teachers and hundreds of students whose school is located right across the Tjokroaminoto Kindergarten were also covered in fear that day. The day that started well suddenly changed into gloom. 

That morning, more than 300 students in that elementary school have just attended flag ceremony and were entering their classes and teachers were just about to start the learning activities.

But minutes afterward, sound of blaring gunshots were heard. Tens of police carrying rifles was running on the road in front of that school. Some of them went inside the elementary school yard.

The situation suddenly became tense and horrifying. The sound of gunshots being fired stopped the activities immediately. Hundreds of students spontaneously ran and cried out for their parents. Teachers promptly asked them to stay low to the ground. Some covered under the desks and seats.

“Once we heard the sound of rapid shots, I immediately told the students to stay low to the ground. I also asked them not to be panic. But naturally the children were scared. They cried hysterically and were calling out for their parents” told Haeriah, the Head master of 17 Public Elementary School.

The police who entered the school yard frightened the students even more and made the situation even worse. It was uncertain whether they were there to protect the children and students or were about to make the school as a defense fort. “I told the police and remind them not to fire any bullets, as someone will definitely fire back and aimed them to the school. Thankfully they did not release any fire and did what I asked them to do,” the head master explained.

Haeriah added that while the armed contact happened, she along with the teachers and students practically locked inside the class and no one dared to step outside. After more than four hours and things were starting to settle down, the doors were opened. But the armed police were still in front of the school and stay alert. 

Even when things finally settled down, Haeriah did not let the students go home. And as they started to get hungry she tried to feed them with yellow rice. 

At 13.00 WITA, parents started to come and fetch their children. The head master and teachers could not stop them. Some students had to go home with other students’ parents because they were frightened.***

IV. The False Arrest Story; Breathing Down the Muzzle of a Gun

The terrifying battle which lasted approximately eight hours between DPO with some citizens and the police on Monday January 22nd 2007 not only resulted in a victory to the police but also brought sadness among most of the innocent citizens. Other than having guns pointed at them, they were handcuffed, kicked and hit by rifles.

They were exhausted, but they could not fight back the police pointed their rifles at them. Here are some the false arrest stories.

1. Jamaluddin (22), Employee of PT Hasrat Abadi 

Jamaluddin never imagined that he would be involved in the conflict and that he would have to deal with the police and be treated inhumanely as the police thought he was a terrorist and a member of the DPO. Even though it has passed for over than one month, that tragedy still leaves trauma and annoyance inside of him.

When visited at his rented house in Lorong Pembantu Gubernur, Pulau Irian Street, Gebang Rejo District, Poso Kota, Jamaluddin, also called Jamal, told the whole story about what he had gone through.

That morning, around 07.30 WITA, Jamal was preparing to go to work in his office that was located about one and a half kilometers from his home. He was alone at that time, because his wife was in Bungku, Morowali District, attending a family wedding.

Before he even had the chance to leave his house, he heard the sound of guns being fired. The source of the shots was unknown. Jamal as well as the other people in that rented house immediately went back inside the house to protect themselves in panic and fear. Jamal no longer intended to go to work.

Until 15.30 local time, dozens of citizens from Gebang Rejo went inside Jamal’s rented house to protect themselves. There were several rooms in that house which were for rent. Those citizens who were mostly male fled from their own house because they were afraid that they might get shot by both the police and the armed civilians.

In the next hour, suddenly a group of policeman wearing vests and carrying rifles entered the house. They commanded all the males to step out from the rooms. The males including Jamal obeyed the command and stepped out from the room and gathered up on the yard. Their identities were checked one by one as the police pointed their guns at them. After that, the police told them to walk to the intersection of Pulau Irian Street and Lorong Pembantu Gubernur. As they arrived there, the police commanded them to take off their clothes and have them handcuffed. 

Because armed contact was still going, Jamal along with the other citizens were told to enter an empty warehouse owned by an Indonesian Chinese businessman. Not long after that, they went out of the warehouse to a police cruiser vehicle. They were treated inhumanely, as they had to walk bare-chested and blindfolded toward the car, they were also hit one by one by dozens of armed policeman. Jamal was hit in the back several times with a gun. This violence and torture continued until they arrived at the Poso police station (Mapolres).

Shortly after they arrived at the police station, Jamal and the other citizens were herded into an alley near the prison cell. There, he and the citizens were not only being kept but again were treated brutally by armed police. While still handcuffed, they were hit repeatedly with boots and guns. Jamal had bruises on his face and his forehead was torn.

Not only they were tortured, they were also yelled at. “They called me terrorist, they said that I funded the terrorist, and also said I was a savage. The yelling repeated again and again. That is why I vividly remember those words,” Jamal said.

After being tortured for three hours, Jamal along with the citizens were processed and interrogated one by one about the incident. To Jamal’s recollection, there were seventeen questions asked by the police, among them were about weaponries, who kept them, and how they were involved with the DPOs. Firmly Jamal answered he did not know about any of them. 

After imprisoned all night, Jamal and the citizens were released home the next day in the afternoon, because they did not have enough proof to be held any longer. Even though they were released, they still have to make weekly report to the police. One week after that, Jamal was summoned back by the police and was told to make a statement letter whether he was going to report the case to National Commission of Human Rights. Because his thoughts were still in disarray, Jamal decided not to report regarding the unpleasant incident that happened to him. Jamal went home afterward.

The story happened more than one month ago, but Jamal confessed that he still has not been able to forget about it. He felt traumatized and agonized by the police’s treatment of him and the other citizens who were with him. “I’m still in trauma. Especially every time I see a police officer. Until today, I still feel irritated with how the police treated me,” he said as he wished never to feel the same thing again. (Syamsuddin).

2. H Rois (42), Merchant

It was not only Jamal who was treated inhumanely by the police when the armed contact occurred between the police and armed civilians in Gebang Rejo. Other citizens also got the same treatment. Some were even treated worse as they were arrested, tortured, and imprisoned at Central Sulawesi police headquerters for six days. Here is the story told by H Rois, a merchant in Pulau Madura Street, Gebang Rejo District, Poso Kota, who was also one of the victims.

It was about 06.30 WITA in the morning when H Rois has just finished preparing to sell his merchandise at his house. The medium sized stone house was also utilized as a place to sell his used merchandise since five years ago.

Not long after that H Rois rushed outside to his yard because of the warning from the helicopter which flew around the citizens’ houses. They were 500 meters high in the sky, but the warning was clear about telling the citizens to stay inside their house to avoid stray bullets. 

Responding to the warning, H Rois, with his family and four of his staff went straight inside his house. Although he had not fully comprehend what the police meant by that warning.

About one hour afterward, H Rois and family heard shotguns being fired, and they panicked. He did not see clearly where they came from, but he presumed that the police were attacking Tanah Runtuh, the area where he lived in. Afraid to get hit by stray bullets, H Rois shut his door while telling his family to stay low to the ground. 

At twelve in the afternoon, a loud knocking was heard just outside the door. Apparently it was his son, Ulil Albab, who works at Poso Central Market. With pale face, Ulil rushed inside.

Only minutes after Ulil went inside, the door was knocked again. Again, H Rois stood up and opened the door. His knees were shaking as he saw members of the police carrying rifles. The police commanded H Rois and the men in his house to go outside and gather round in the yard.

There, H Rois, Ulil Albab, and his four employees were handcuffed and were told to sit as they were asked to show their identities one by one. After that, one of the police placed a gun on each of the employees’ thighs as he took pictures. That police also did the same thing to H Rois and Ulil Albab. 

At that time H Rois did not resist when the police took his pictures and the others with a gun placed on their thighs, although they did not know where that gun came from. “We did not dare to fight back. They threatened us with a gun pointed at us. One of my employees even cried when he was threatened to be shot. We could not do anything when they took our pictures. We did not even know where that gun came from,” Rois said with his thick Javanese accent. 

After pictures were taken, H Rois, Ulil Albab, and the four employees who were still handcuffed, were blindfolded with duct tape and was led to a police cruiser vehicle. As the vehicle started moving, without knowing the reason, Ulil Albab was pulled down from the car and was separated with the others. H Rois was worried and thought that they were going to execute his son. To calm himself down, H Rois prayed to God to protect his son and hoped the police would not do anything to him.

As they arrived at the Poso police station, H Rois and his four employees were led into a prison cell. Both hands were still handcuffed and eyes were still blindfolded with duct tape. In the prison sell, H Rois joined tens of other citizens who were arrested before him.

At five in the afternoon, H Rois, his four employees, and the other captured citizens were led into a truck and were going to be placed in Central Sulawesi police headquarters. While heading to the truck, H Rois and the others were treated inhumanely. Their faces were hit repeatedly with guns and fists. H Rois could not move to avoid the blows as his hands were cuffed and eyes were covered so that he cannot see who hit him and where it came from. He could only be surrender and took those treatments. The tortures did not stop there. H Rois heard the other citizens moan in pain the whole way to Palu. H Rois prayed that he would not be tortured again and would be safe for the rest of the journey. 

But as they arrived at Central Sulawesi police headquarters, H Rois and the other citizens again were tortured before they even got the chance to step down from the truck. “We were thrown down the truck and rolled. We were still handcuffed and blindfolded. I never imagine experiencing such treatment. Never in my life have I ever been treated that way,” said H Rois with blurry eyes.

After done being tortured, H Rois and the other citizens were put into the prison cell. Their handcuffs were unlocked and the duct tape covering their eyes and mouths were released.

His first night in prison, H Rois was visited by members of policeman who claimed to come from national police headuarters. These middle ranking officers asked him about his involvement in the armed contact and the DPO in Poso and also his knowledge concerning the deviant teachings provided to the civilians in Poso, especially those in Tanah Runtuh area. H Rois admitted that he did not anything about any of that. Yet the same questions were also asked by the regional police in Central Sulawesi every time they investigated. 

What is interesting in that arrest and investigation was H Rois was once visited by someone who claimed to be Nasir Abbas. That man gave him a book as a souvenir titled “Membongkar Jaringan Islamiyah” written by Nasir Abbas himself. “He (Nasir) asked whether I knew him or ever heard of him. “I said no. That was it”, said H Rois while showing the book. 

After six days being in prison and interrogated intensively, H Rois was finally released because there was insufficient evidence to charge him. H Rois said he was glad that he was released, but inside he was traumatized and was agonized by what the police did. Especially since the police never apologized to him for accusing him to be an accomplice of the DPO and a terrorist. 

Now H Rois is back again running his business with his son and employees. He wished that he would never have to go through the same thing again. Other than that he also asked the police to be more professional and do not make anymore false arrests. (syamsuddin) 

V. Drift of Sadness for Tanah Runtuh Citizens

Pain covered the Humanitarian sky in Poso. The bloody conflict between Poso’s armed civilians and the police only gave severe pain to other civilians. Not only it has caused major trauma, but it has also caused them material burden. Dozens of houses including the household appliances were damaged. The government can only give their promise to fix them.

Aprianto (20) has now rest in peace in one quiet and remote cemetery in Poso. This single man died during crossing the conflict zone last January 22nd 2007.

Aprianto’s parent, Yasin, now can only remember his son through the image left from him. Yasin remembered how Aprianto always wanted to be a policeman. “He wished to be a police officer one day. How ironic the way he died because of the police,” said Yasin with a sad face.

Aprianto’s death along with other 13 citizens from Poso was very devastating for their families. But others were devastated too, as their house along with their furniture got ruined by the police’s bullets and hands. Houses that used to be the citizens’ safe haven turned out to be scary prisons that day. 

Several houses got ruined because of police break through or gunshots just because the armed civilians such as Basri and friends hid there. The damages scaled from low to high. One house has holes on the roof because of the police’s bullets and the appliances also got shot. 

Halijah (33), a housewife who lives in PDAM housings in Gebang Rejo suffered severe material damages because her house was shot at. This mother of five has to live with refrigerator with holes on it because the back wall was shot with bullets. Now, the refrigerator has become useless because it would not function anymore. 

Not only refrigerator, pans, antenna, water thermos, and her dispenser were also ruined. The pans got holes on it and could no longer be use to cook rice. Not to mention the roof and walls with bullet holes on it.

“The damage comes to about five million Rupiah,” said Halijah when visited at her place. Halijah admitted that people from the provincial police and Poso local government came by to look and take notes on the damages in her house. They promised Halijah that they would pay for the damages. But until today, not one of her belongings was replaced.  

The area which surrounds Halijah’s house had become the battle zone during the conflict. Halijah said that she was just about to put her four month old daughter, Mutiara Ramadhani, to sleep. At about eight o’clock in the morning, the electric pole in front of the PDAM Office, just a few meters from her house, was banged. “I thought it was the PDAM Office bell. Later on I heard gunshots from the west, then I knew the Police and the fellows downstairs (Basri and friends) were in an armed contact.” 

That morning Halijah was only with her four month old daughter. Her husband, Masran (38), was working as a security guard in PT Bukaka in Ratolene village in Poso Pesisir. Her other two children were at school in Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Negeri in Tanah Runtuh, and the other one was at her grandmother’s house in Tabalu Village.

The police gunshots which came from the hill, west of PDAM were responded with other gunshots by the armed civilians from PDAM. Halijah panicked and immediately ran while carrying her child to her neighbor who lives in the left side of her house. Inside her neighbor’s house, Halijah and other citizens who were also there heard guns continuously being shot. They even saw a group of armed civilians stood and took cover on the side of the house that they were in. 

“I witness that the fellows who lived downstairs (Basri and friends) carried guns and were throwing bombs. My daughter could not stop crying because of the constant sound of blasting bombs and gunshots,’’ said Halijah. At noon, the armed contact stop, and Halijah saw the armed civilians left the location and retreat to the hills. About one and a half hour later, the area was surrounded by police mobile brigade personnel. Several houses were searched, including Halijah’s house. The police broke the wooden window on Halijah’s house to look for the armed groups. Because the police could not find them, they went out and vacated the area.

Halijah finally had the courage to go back to her house after one of her neighbor asked her to close her stall. At that time she saw only small parts of the wall and roof were leaking. After that, she went and left her house to go to the villagers’ shelter that was located about twenty meters from her place. “After I returned from the shelter, I noticed that a lot of my furniture was ruined. Such as refrigerator, pans, thermos, water dispenser, antenna and receiver, they all have holes on them”, Halijah complained.

She wishes that the authorities would replace her damaged furniture and appliances as soon as possible, because it was not easy for her to buy them. She admitted that she had to save money for about a year in order to buy the refrigerator. 

Halijah was only a housewife who owns a small stall and her husband was only a security guard. She and her husband had to pay for their five children, Irfan Bahri (12), Vita Aulia Sari (10), Anggun Nindita Sari (6), Muhammad Afriansyah (4) and Mutiara Ramadhani (4 months).

Halijah was not alone in this; Tarmudji (65) suffered even more serious damages in his house. The living room was scattered with broken glasses, the walls had bullet holes, and so was the couch. The front door could not function as it is supposed to. “My house was ruined,” he confirmed. 

When the incident occurred, Tarmudji, an imam at one of the mosques in Gebang Rejo, was at his house. Unexpectedly, the house was showered with bullets. The police did that because the DPO ran and hid in that house during the armed contact. “How unlucky for me, because the DPO ran into my house, coincidently my nephew was also there within the group,” he said.

Citizens in Poso reminisced January 22nd as a disastrous day. The image of gunshots being fired kept frightening as if it could occur again anytime. 

VI. Four Hours Trapped Among Exploding Bombs and Bullets

The armed contact which occurred last January 22nd 2007 in Poso which killed fourteen people left deep trauma and sad stories. Not only to the civilians, but also to television reporters who were captured for four hours within the conflict. This is the story as told by Syamsuddin, a correspondent for SCTV station in Palu who directly covered the bloody tragedy.

Saturday night (20/1) around 20.00 WITA I received a phone call from Ahmad Ali, an RCTI correspondent in Palu, to inform me that an Intel said that Monday morning the police was going to ransack the DPO in Tanah Runtuh, Poso Kota. I did not immediately give my serious response to this information, because in the last few days, this information had spread and caused confusion.

Apparently the information had reached the reporters both television and newspapers in Poso. Sunday night around 22.00 WITA, the reporters from private television and me heard accurate information and was confirmed that the DPO was going to be attacked Monday morning, although the exact time was not yet known.

We agreed to wake up at 05.00 WITA and cover the story together. In order to be prompt, I set my phone alarm. At exactly 05.00 WITA my phone alarm went off. I immediately woke up and headed to the shower to prepare for the dawn prayer. After the dawn prayer I made sure my equipment was ready, and after that I went out of the house and drove my Avanza.

After I fetched my fellow reporters, Ridwan Lapasere (contributor for Global TV Palu), Upik Nyong (cameraman for RCTI Palu), and Abdullah K Mari (contributor for ANTV Palu), about half an hour later we moved on as we discussed what would be the safest and most strategic place to cover the events. Safety was our first priority.

Because we were confused, we decided to stop for a while in front of the New Armada travel agency in Pulau Sumatera Street opposite the Poso police station. The traffic was very quiet that morning. We barely saw any vehicle pass by. The weather was quite clear, unlike the days before where it was cloudy and rain kept pouring. The stores in front of the Poso Central Market were still closed.

I turned around to see the trucks and police cruiser vehicles parked in the police station. Not long after that, one by one those vehicles began to be driven out. My partners and I began to suspect that the ambush was about to begin.

To be surer, we tried to contact our informants. Unfortunately our cellular phones could not make the call. We tried several times, but there still no connection. We then realized that the network was blocked like it was on several previous occurrences. 

Worried not being able to make the report, we decided to head straight to Poso Central Market. We stopped in front of the Central Market in Poso. The situation was still quiet. The stores were still closed and there were no activities inside the market. We did not know why. Maybe the merchants and tenants already knew about the ambush that morning.

We again discussed the safest and most strategic place to cover the raid. I instantly thought about getting a good picture from that place, and in order to do it safely we have to be with the police. Although we did not yet know which place the police were going to concentrate on. 

After negotiating for around fifteen minutes, we agreed to cover from Iwan Ahmad’s house, a contributor for Trans TV in Poso, who lived in Pulau Alor Street, Gebang Rejo district, Poso Kota. The location was near Tanah Runtuh which was going to be the target for the ambush. As we drove there, the streets were quite empty. We can only see the Ojek (public motorcycle) drove by once in a while. Some of the villagers’ houses were still closed. 

As we reached Iwan’s house at around 07.00 WITA, we parked the car in his terrace, where we later sat and chatted. Iwan served us tea and snacks. While eating, I whispered to Iwan to stand by this morning because the police were about to ambush the DPO in Tanah Runtuh. Iwan was surprised; apparently he had not heard this information. 

As the clock struck 08.05 WITA, suddenly an average sized truck appeared from Pulau Irian Street. As the truck passed by, the driver shouted to warn the citizens to go inside their house as the others were approaching. I did not fully understand what the driver said, because he passed by so quickly. But I presumed that the attack was about to start. 

I called out to my partners and we went to approach the location in Tanah Runtuh to take pictures. Iwan Ahmad, Subandi, Abdullah K Mari and I went there first, and then followed by Upik Nyong and Ridwan Lapasere. Right on the intersection of Pulau Alor-Pulau Irian Street, I was surprised as I saw an average sized man with mask on his face carrying a rifle. I immediately presumed that he was one of the DPO from Tanah Runtuh. Without saying anything, the guy just passed by.

Around 10 meters from where I was standing, I saw five men also carrying rifles. Two of them wore masks and was sitting on a motorcycle. They shouted to the others to be prepared. Realizing that they were DPO, I immediately told my partners to turn off the handy cam and not to take any pictures. 

Afterward, the five of us walked slowly while holding handy cam toward Tanah Runtuh, passing by the five unknown armed man. But only meters walking, one of them while still holding their rifle stopped us and asked where we were heading. Iwan and I who happened to walk ahead of the others nervously answered that we were heading to Tanah Runtuh to cover for stories.

Hearing our answer, the sturdy man spontaneously told us to turn back and not go there (Tanah Runtuh-ed). If we did not obey him, he threatened to shoot us. “Don’t go there, or I’ll shoot you,” threatened that guy with a firm tone.

Hearing that threat, my partners and I got scared and we immediately turned around. One minute later, continuous shots were heard but I could not tell where they came from. We panicked and immediately went into a doctor’s house which located exactly in the corner Pulau Alor-Pulau Irian Street intersection. Worried that the house was not a safe place for us to take cover, I decided to take my partners back to Iwan’s place.

As we arrived at Iwan’s place, I did not directly go inside. Iwan and I stopped at the front gate. At that moment, the masked man with the gun showed up again. He threatened us not to run and stay inside the house. We said yes. “Do not run. Everyone stays inside the house,” the man said firmly.

Afraid and panicked, my friends and I immediately went inside and closed the door. The situation got tense and frightening. Iwan’s family and parents in law also panicked and frightened. Some of them went into the bed room. There were barely any noises or sounds, although Echa, Iwan’s oldest child, cried once in a while. But Iwan’s parents in law managed to calm him down.

We all got close to the ground. Nobody dared to lift their heads because we were afraid to get shot by strayed bullets. Ever since, continuous gunshots and blasting bombs in between were heard. Hundreds of bullets from various types of gun flew by. Never have I heard such thing in my entire life. The left, right, and back side of Iwan’s house was also hit by bombs, aside of the loud noise from the blasting bombs; we could also hear the sound of debris hitting the roof.

I suddenly remembered about my car that was parked outside and got worried. Once in a while I asked my partners the possibilities of my car getting hit by bombs or bullets. But then again I thought that the most important thing was that I was safe. I could always replace the car, but I could never buy a new life.

Even though I did not witness the battle directly, I still tried to capture the situation from inside the house by turning on my handy cam and recorded the sounds of continuous shots and blasting bombs. My partners also did the same thing.

Not long after, we could hear the sound helicopter flying and warned the citizens to stay inside the house and not to go out in order to avoid stray bullets. I encourage myself to get up and went to the kitchen area. There I saw and taped the helicopter which flew about 400 meters above me, as it makes announcement through the microphone. 

Two hours passed by, and the actions were still going. Suddenly we heard Takbir (recitation of laudation) being recited and the name of someone being shot were announced. That recitation came from Tanah Runtuh Area. We supposed that a member of the DPO was shot. But that did not slow down the frequency of the gunshots in the Tanah Runtuh Area. 

Around 11.00 local time, the frequency of gunshots and blasting bombs slowed down. Apparently, the DPO had been beaten by the police and had fled to the Bukit Jati area. Moments afterwards, four armed members of the police mobile brigade showed up and went into the yard. One of them was surprised when he saw my car which has special license plate on it.

In order to avoid any suspicion, I immediately peeped through the window and signaled them that I am the owner of the car and also showed them my SCTV id. After seeing the signal, the policeman smiled and nodded his head. He asked my friends and me to stay calm and remain inside the house.

After the policemen came by and made Iwan’s house a defense fort, I encouraged myself to captured the situation from the window. The others also did the same thing. The pictures that we took were alike.

Around noon at 12.00 WITA the sound of gunshots and bombs were getting more distant and almost unheard. We then got up and ate fruits which were bought by Iwan’s parents in law. Maybe because of the fear and hunger we ate a lot.

After that I went out the back door and took pictures with the armed police who were also there. They were surprised at first seeing me with a handy cam. But after I explained who I am, they understood and asked me to be careful in covering the situation.

Moments later, some of the police went ahead to Tanah Runtuh, while the rest stood by and guarded the house from outside. Suddenly one of the police warned us to steer clear because a bomb was placed in the yard right next to Iwan’s house. The situation got tense again, especially after seeing the owner of that house hid and laid down to the ground.

Worried that the bomb was about to explode, we advised the owner to immediately contact the police. But until 12.30 WITA when my friends and I said goodbye and was about to leave Iwan’s house, the GEGANA team (bomb squad) from Polres Poso had not arrived. We calmed down as we arrived home moments afterward. The people in the house where I stayed in Agus Salim Street, Bonesompe were relieved because I was alright. (***)

 VII. History of DPO (List of Wanted People), Started from Takbiran Night

The night of takbiran (the night where the Muslim recites laudation after one month fasting) last 2006 was supposed to be joyous, but what happened was the opposite. That night turned out to be tragedy. Bullets were fired continuously, along with the sound of electric pole being banged, a signal for emergency situation. That night the police were involved in an armed contact with the civilians.

There were two different versions regarding the incident that caused one death from the civilians. Investigation by KUAK (Kaukus Ummat Anti Kekerasan) which was motorized by Poso’s Muslim Defense Team stated that police mobile brigade personnel conducted a major raid that night at around 21.30 local time. The target was Pulau Java Street, Pulau Madura Street, Pulau ALor Street, Pulau Bali Street, Pulau Kalimantan Street and Pulau Irian Street. Groups of police and Mobile Brigade trucks and armoured vehicles (barracudas) approached Amanah Pesantren for Girls in Pulau Irian Street.

Police then blockaded the location from every direction, groups of citizen around that place were relaxing in Al Firdaus mosque after finishing Tarawih and waiting for the exact information on the official date of 1 Syawal 1427 H (based on Islamic calendar). Citizens became anxious as they saw groups of armed police entering the sidewalk toward Tanah Runtuh.  Seeing that, one of the citizens reported to Al Firdaus Mosque. The report was responded by the Jemaah by cross checking. The citizens who checked on the information regarding the mobile brigade entering Tanah Runtuh, precisely to Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Negeri Poso, were suddenly shot with automatic rifle. Citizens immediately banged on the electric pole as an alert for emergency, followed by citizens in Gebang Rejo, Kayamanya, Bonesompe, Lawanga, and Sayo.

The citizens from Gebang Rejo approached the location where the shot took place, and they gathered around in front of the Community Police Post (Polmas) in Tanah Runtuh and along Pulau Irian Street. They asked for the police there to protect them. But apparently the police can not fulfill their request. It turned out that the police from that post fired the shots and that enraged the citizens and they immediately blockade that post. During the blockade, citizens set fire to a truck and three of the brigade’s motorcycles.

Dozens of mobile brigade members entered the post as they fired continuous shots in the direction of the citizens. The shots damaged several citizens’ houses and struck several citizens, including Syaifuddin (killed) and Rizki (severely injured). An armoured vehicle managed to release groups of police that were trapped inside the post. The mobile brigade’s attack also happened in Kayamanya as citizens forced to breakthrough to Tanah Runtuh. Consequently two people suffered injuries, Aco (shot in the back) and Bambang (shot in calf and chest).

The police version stated that during the patrol and raid from Pulau Irian Street to PDAM near Tanah Runtuh, mass of people gathered not far from there and were showing signs of antipathy. The police were raiding Tanah Runtuh, because that area was presumed to be a hideout for civilians who have caused riot in Poso.

Poso police chief Rudi Suphariadi then sent a team of mobile brigade personnel to back up the location where the raid took place and patrol the area around Tanah Runtuh. He also sent them to patrol around Pulau Irian Street by using Barracudas and trucks all the way to PDAM area.

The police version also stated that in the raid citizens alarmed the others by banging on the electricity pole around Pulau Irian Street, Pulau Jawa Street, and PDAM and then the citizens gathered around. The police said citizens attacked the Polmas Post in Tanah Runtuh which was guarded by 16 personnel from Polres Poso. They threw stones, fired automatic guns at it, and bombed the place one time. Feeling surrounded, the police asked for back up from the Poso police station. Sufahriadi then sent Brimob personnel to evacuate the police in Tanah Runtuh.
The evacuation process was a success, but one of the brigade members, Brigadier Edi Purwanto was hit with a stone and injured on his forehead. A mobile brigade truck and three motorcycles were set alight by the crowd. The Polmas Post was ransacked and the tyres of the barracudas went flat as they were hit by bullets. 

From the attacking crowd there were three people who got shot, Jumaris, Kiki and Syaifuddin also known as Udin who was shot fatally. Still from the attacking crowd, the police arrested Rusli, Nasrul Yuda, Ramli Hi. Lami, Sunardi, Dirjan Galendo, and Anis Lahabu.

Aside from whose version was accurate concerning the incident, the citizens put the blame on the police for executing the attack on Takbiran night, one day before Idul Fitri. They claimed the police stained the purity of Idul Fitri.

The head of Muslim Struggle Solidarity Forum (FSPUI) in Poso, Ustad Adnan Abdul Rahman Saleh (Arsal) called for the mobile brigade personnel to be withdrawn from Poso in 1 x 24 hour. This head of Amanah Pesantren also urged the President of Republic of Indonesia to form a fact finding team (Tim Gabungan Pencari Fakta) to investigate the incident in Tanah Runtuh.

The forming of the team (TGPF) was also urged by Poso Center, a coalition of more than 30 NGOs, in order to find the source of the problem and also how to solve them thoroughly.

The Indonesian Police (Polri) did not sit still as the public cornered the institution even more, vice division of public relation department in Indonesian Police Headquarter (Wakadiv Humas Mabes Polri), Brigadier General Anton Bachrul Alam had to move to a temporary offices in Poso police station and Central Sulawesi police headquarters. On Tuesday night, October 31st 2006, this one star General gathered reporters at the Poso police station. He announced the 34 people who were suspected as the ones who committed terrorism in Poso district and in Palu, since year 2001 to 2006.

15 people had been arrested and were now being held at natonal police headquarters, while the other 29 people were still on the Wanted People List (DPO). Those suspects were involved in at least 13 terrorist acts, such as the murder of I Wayan Sumaryasa, reporter for Poso Post (2001), the murder of Rvd Oranje Tadjoja, treasurer for GKST (2003), the beheading of Pinedapa village chief (2004), the bombing in front of Poso Central Market which killed six people (2004).

Followed with the shooting of a public prosecutor, Jaksa Ferry Silalahi and Priest Susianti Tinulele in Palu (2004), the robbery of the local government’s money, which amount was 489 million rupiahs (2005), the bombing in Tentena Market which killed 22 people (2005), the beheading of three high school students from a Christian school in Poso (2005), and bombings several in churches in Palu and Poso.

Seven out of the 15 suspects who were arrested were mentioned to be within the Tanah Runtuh group. They were Hasanuddin, Poniren also known as Ipong, Yusuf Asap, Haris, Irwanto Irano, Rahmat and Sudirman. While the other eight were with the Kompak Kayamanya group, Fadly Barsalin, Yusman Saidi, Syakur, Farid, Yusman Sahed, Iswandi Ma`ruf, Rusli Tawil and Ifek.

The 29 DPOs were given 1 x 24 hour to surrender themselves, local society figures and the families of the DPO were also asked to help persuade the DPOs to turn themselves in. Ever since the community has become familiar with a new term from the Poso Conflict, namely that there were 39 people suspected as masterminds of violence in Poso. With confidence the police was sure that 29 people from Poso in the wanted list were the ones who committed violence in Poso and Central Sulawesi in general.

A source from DPO mentioned that Hasanuddin, one of the suspects who was arrested earlier by the police in Tolitoli last 2005, ‘sang’ to the police about the existence of citizens in Gebang Rejo as the ones who were responsible for the violence in Poso, Palu, and Donggala. The source said that Hasanuddin was detained for three days in a hotel in Balikpapan, East Kalimantan before they flew them to Jakarta. He was interrogated for three days and he mentioned the names of people who were involved in the violence in Poso.

Tajwin Ibrahim, a member of TPM Poso, believed that the announcement of names of people in the wanted list made by the police was only their way to avoid their own mistakes on that Takbiran night. He said that obviously the police have violated the human rights, and they were looking for reasons to continue their actions in Poso. Tajwin continued to say that the announcement of the DPO was very surprising as there were never any conflict before the Poso Conflict.

At that very moment, the term Tanah Runtuh group was bluntly spread by the mass media. Before that the police used the term Hasanuddin group. Bachrul Alam was trying to communicate the message behind the term Tanah Runtuh group, that the armed operation conducted by the police last October 22nd was appropriate because the people in the DPO were hiding in Tanah Runtuh area.

  Anton Bachrul Alam made that announcement two days after 1000 Muslims in Tanah Poso demonstrated to urge the retreat of Brimob and the formation of TGPF, and one day after the vice president Jusuf Kalla visited Palu to meet the local society figures and Muslim clerics from Poso. The visit was also connected with the incident in October 22nd.

In Jakarta at November 1st 2007, Coordinating Minister for Political, Legal and Security Affairs Widodo AS, announced the decision to form Fact Finding Team (TPF) concerning the case in Tanah Runtuh, which consisted of eleven people from the government, Polri, TNI, Central MUI, PP Muhammadiyah, and MUI in Poso. Drs Budi Utomo (Deputy of the coordinating ministry) was assigned as the head of the team and Yahya Mangun was the representative from MUI Poso.

Unfortunately, TPF results did not reveal any procedural violation in the armed operation October 22nd. TPF only formulated a set of recommendation and one of the recommendations was to use persuasive action as the main way to solve the Poso conflict.

Budi Utomo (head of TPF) in front of the members of the Central Sulawesi and Poso authorities, on December 13th announced that TPF recommendations to the police were that; use of security personnel from outside Poso should focus on preventing any possibilities of similar horizontal conflict to happen again and to build trust from everyone; to make thorough investigation concerning the societies and authorities involved. The recommendation was quite peculiar because in the last two years the conflict in Poso no longer concerned Muslim and Christian community, only small group of citizens who committed violence. 

Other recommendation also stated that additional security personnel were still needed in Poso, but these personnel should be drawn from the Central Sulawesi provincial police, whose capacity should be expanded; the DPO will be handled in Palu and will be assisted by lawyers and also to avoid the use of violence in the investigation.

Utomo presented only broad outlines of the team’s recommendations, and as a result the community figures in attendance could not know the entire substance of the TPF’s findings.

Back again to DPO. One week after the police announced the names of the 29 people on the wanted list, none of them surrendered, and the police prepared an operation to arrest them. Central Sulawesi police chief Badrodin Haiti led a meeting to arrange the DPO’s arrest at Central Sulawesi police headquarters.
Although the operation had to be postponed after one of the Muslim clerics in Poso requested to extend the deadline for the DPO to surrender until November 24th. “The deadline was actually met. Once we were about to make the arrest, they (Muslim clerics) asked the headquarters to extend the deadline. The headquarters fulfilled their request, and extended the deadline not only to one week but until Friday, November 24th,” said Anton Bachrul Alam.


The persuasive action finally showed its result. Andi Ilalu also known as Andi Bocor, one of the 29 DPO surrendered on Tuesday (14/11). He was involved in the shooting in Landangan Village, Poso Pesisir. But four days later, the police released him, even though they could detained him for seven days. Andi was still a suspect and had to report back.

After Andi Bocor was released, two more DPOs who were involved in the robbery of Poso local government’s money back in 2005, Iswanto also known as Ateng Marjo (30) and Abdul Nasir (23) surrendered on November 28th or ten days after they released Andi Bocor.


For the entire week, Ateng and Nasir went through investigation in Central Sulawesi police headquarters. They were released because they were very cooperative and their family provided guarantees for them.

Syahril Lakita also known as Ayi and Taufik also known as Upik Kokong followed their partners and surrendered. Ayi who was a suspect for local government money robbery was submitted by his family to the police in Wisata Hotel in Poso December 6th, while Upik who was a suspect for the bombing in Poso Sports Center (GOR) in 2004 gave himself up to Central Sulawesi police headquarters on December 7th. They were also released for the same reason.

After the surrender of Ayi and Upik, there were no signs of the other 24 DPO surrendering, even though persuasive action was still conducted, mediated by Adnan Arsal and members of TPM in Central Sulawesi. From November until December 2006, series of violence in the form of bombing and shooting were committed. The police indicated the DPO to be the ones who were responsible for the terrorizing actions.

Up until January 9th 2007, members of DPO who had planned to surrender did not do so. The operation to capture the DPO was executed on January 11th in Sukardi’s place, also known as Gawo in Pulau Jawa II Street, Gebang Rejo. The operation involved groups of Brimob and Densus 88 (Anti-terror).

The operation that lasted the whole morning killed Ustadz Rian and Dedy Parsan (28), one of the DPO. While others were injured, such as Anang Muhtadin also known as Papa Enal, Upik Pagar, Abdul Muis, Ustadz Ibnu and Paiman also known as Sarjono.

In that incident, the police managed to confiscate three assembled bombs, five organic weapons (four revolvers and an SS1 rifle), thirteen homemade firearms, and 380 ammunitionbullets in an empty house next to Basri’s.

After the invasion, the situation in Poso, especially Tanah Runtuh, worsened. The nights were filled with sounds of gunshots. The climax of the operation was on January 22nd where the police got counter attacked by the armed DPOs. Fourteen people (including one policeman) were killed, and dozens were injured in that armed contact.

VIII. Profile of Basri: the Revenge of an Eagle Eyed Musician

He was young, 32 years old. His body was well-built and had tattoos on most part. His hair was curly, and his stare was sharp and ferocious like an eagle. On the first Friday of February 2007, in a room in Central Sulawesi police headquarters, the man sat and was surrounded by police and reporters.

That man told the reporters and the police that were also there about the actions he committed in his life until today he was in the police headquarter as a suspect. Even though he recited takbir and said “Allahu Akbar”, the man did not appear too ferocious as he was telling the story about his family who was massacred in the riot in Poso last year 2000. He cried and wiped his tears with his tattooed arm.

The young man’s name was Basri. He was also known by the name Bagong. He was police’s prime fugitive. Without doubt he was charged of committing 17 terrorist acts. Starting from the bombing in Poso and Palu until series of mysterious shooting was accused to this man who spent his teenage years as a musician in a group band in Poso.  

But Basri was as slippery as an eel. He repeatedly managed to escape the special detachment (detasemen khusus) police squad and the mobile brigade’s (Brimob) ambush. Until one morning in the first Thursday of February 2007, Basri was arrested in Kayamanya, Poso. The wound on his abdomen was caused by bullets being shot during the armed contact with the police which lasted for more than eight hours, on January 22nd, 2007. He was not as smooth as usual and he also lost his courage. The police captured him easily.

Nevertheless, he was a legend and also an icon to some people in Poso. Even though his choice of life was considered wrong, he became the symbol of revenge for the people who died in the riot in Poso. He was considered as the symbol of defiance to the police.

Who is Basri who was considered to have good shooting ability?

Basri was born 32 years ago. His parents do not remember the exact birth date and month; all they know is that Basri was born in 1975. He went to formal school only until third grade of junior high school at SMPN 1 Poso, although he did not finish that grade. “He chose to quit third grade Junior high school and prioritize his siblings so that they could go to school,” reminisced Satinem also known as Mbak Sabruk (53), Basri’s mother. 

Mbak Sabruk said Basri was very respectful and obedient toward his parents. He was also helpful to others. “He never did anything unusual. He spent his days helping his father in the garden. He also planted vegetables. After harvest, I sold them in the market,” said Mbak Sabruk who sells vegetables in Poso Central Market.

His mother said that Basri always received half from what they make in the garden. “If he harvested the plants, I am the one who sold them. We split the revenue in half,” continued his mother.

The grandma of seven also told about Basri’s child hood. She said that Basri looked just like any other kids his age, loved to play and fooled around. Basri was also known as a calm and quiet kid. Although, compared to his other friends, he was the one who often helped other people.

Young Basri did not always spend his time in the garden. He also played music with his friends in Kayamanya, and together they formed a band. Basri was the drummer and Amril Nggioide also known as Aat, another DPO, was the guitarist. Their vocalist was Hendrik. The band played rock music. They played songs by Genesis, an England Group Band.

He loved music as much as he loved gardening, which was why some people did not believe that Basri was involved in series of terrorist acts in Poso. Mbak Sabruk was surprised when she found out that Basri owned a lot of firearms and bullets and was also mentioned as the head of an armed group in Poso. She was even more surprised when she knew that his name came up first in the police’s DPO. 

The mother’s confession was reconfirmed by Sriyani (30), Basri’s sister. “My brother was quite reserved, and he helped our parents in the garden. I can not believe that he would do the things that he is accused of. The family found out that Basri was in the DPO from TV,” Sriyani said. 

Although ever since he got married in year 2000, his family did not know what else he did. Sriyani admitted that she did not know for sure what Basri’s activities are, including the crime he committed. “Ever since he got married in year 2000, Basri lives with his parents-in-law in Pulau Jawa I Street. All we knew was that he worked in the garden, and always prayed five times a day. And as for the rest we did not know. But we still can not believe that Basri was involved in criminal actions,” said Mbah Sabruk.

Basri has two children from his marriage with Sunarni. His children, Annurul Fitra (5) and Safiana Jedda (2) obviously did not know the whereabouts of their father. All they knew was their father worked in Palu.

Another interesting story came up concerning the source of Basri’s armory. The head of Amanah Pesantren, Ustadz Adnan Arsal said that Basri himself bought the guns and ammunition. “He sold his garden to buy weapons and ammunition. He said he wanted to commit revenge because dozens of his relatives were killed in the riot in Poso in 2000,” said Ustadz Adnan.

Mbak Sabruk also had another story to tell concerning the death of Basri’s family in the riot in Poso. She said Basri’s death toll was too small. He counted only 26 of his family member killed in Walisongo Pesantren, and Mbak Sabruk said there were more.

Basri is now undergoing through intensive questioning at police headquartres in Jakarta. Basri confessed the crimes that he committed, such as the shooting of Reverend Susianti Tinulele in Palu in 2004, the beheading of three female high school students in from the GKST Christian high school in Poso last October 2005, and the shooting of Ivon Natalie and Sitti Nurain in Poso last year 2005.

His family could only wait and see what will happen. Mbak Sabruk asked the police to treat him appropriately. “My son has been accused of doing so many things, but I beg that he would be treated like a decent human being, and let the trial decids whether he is guilty or not,” begged Satinem.

Other than that, the police were also asked to be fair in enforcing the law. “They should not only go after the Muslims. Why haven’t they processed the other 16 names mentioned by Tibo, the massacre of Buyung Katedo was not handled correctly. As a mere citizen I believed we are all going to die. And in Heaven we will be responsible for what we have done,” she said.

It was interesting that Basri’s mother would not accept any help from the police. The help was promised for the victims of law enforcement operations on January 11th and 22nd. “Even though I am poor, I would not accept any help from the police or government,” Satinem said firmly when visited at her place in Tegalrejo, Poso Kota. “If we did accept it, it would feel as if we traded the lives of my two brothers who were killed by the police,” Sriyani, Basri’s sister continued.

Mbak Sabruk said she felt devastated with all of the things they have been through. Not only because Basri was accused of committing crimes, but also because Basri’s two brothers, Udin and Totok, was killed during the search operation for DPO on Monday (22/1/2007).

“My brother Udin was thin. He was captured alive and was not yet injured with wound shots. But by the time he was sent back from provincial police headquarters, he had become a corpse. He was swollen from the torture. His nose was crushed. And his head was soft like a watermelon that just fell down from a tree,” Sriyani explained as she also described the tragic condition of Totok’s body.

Now the eagle eyed young man could no longer fly. His wings were tied. He spent the last days in trial and had to live with regret for the rest of his life. His choice to take revenge for all of his relatives killed at the height of the Poso conflict turned out to be the wrong one. An eye for an eye is not a good solution to resolve conflict. Behind bars, the eagle warned his friends, who were also in the DPO to surrender immediately. It was good advice and also a a sign along the path to true peace in Poso.*****

IX. The Ducklings: Caderisation ala DPO Poso

Tugiran’s confession surprised many people. He was one of the prominent people in the wanted list concerning the violence committed in Poso. He confessed to have leaded many youngsters in Poso which later became his disciple. 

Tugiran recruited several youngsters in Poso with the age of 15 until 17 and taught them to hate the Christians who were considered responsible for the killings of thousands of Muslim in Poso. The well built man who was also Basri’s right hand named his group Anak Bebek. He appointed himself as the commander.

The name itself did not mean anything specific. The citizens in Poso including the ones in the group could not explain why the group was named like that. One the civilians who were very acquainted with the DPOs said that just like the duckling, the group could also easily be directed.

The recruitment was also open for everyone. And it does not require as much the member in Basri’s group who had to pay certain amount of money. Anyone could join this group. That was why many high school aged students joined the Anak Bebek group.

Although they were called ducklings, their strike against the police in the January 22nd tragedy was quite astonishing. Aprianto (21), one of the Anak Bebek, was ready to risk anything. This single alumni from one of the pesantren in Jombang, East Java, had just returned to Poso for seven months and was assigned to lead a recitation of the Al Quran for the women in Ampana, the capital of Tojo Una-Una district (an extended district of Poso).

Aprianto went back to Poso Kota two days before the armed contact between the police and civilians happened January 22nd. In the eyes of his father, Yasin Kasim, Aprianto was prepared to risk even his own life to defend the Muslims in Gebang Rejo who he considered were tortured. The previous two incidents that were considered as an insult by the citizens in Gebang Rejo, to Aprianto they were considered as tyranny.

In the previous two incidents, some of the civilians were shot to death, including the employees of Poso hospital who were just about to evacuate the victims who were hit by the police. A young child was even the next day by the authorities’ straying bullets.

On January 22nd, police conducted operation in Gebang Rejo District, and shots were heard from Tanah Runtuh Area. The sound of blasting assembled bombs echoed around Poso that morning.

Aprianto then said goodbye to his parents as he was about to help the Muslim citizens in Gebang Rejo. To his father, Aprianto said:”Father, the Muslims up there (Gebang Rejo-red) are in tyranny. That is why I have to help them. Even though I died, I died in Syahid (in purity-Islam’s terminology),” and that was the last words he said to his father before he said good bye.
 Finally, Aprianto along with his friends rode the motorcycle to Gebang Rejo. Still hundred meters away from the location, Aprianto fell down covered in blood. He was shot by a sniper that was prepared by the police. The police said that the sniper shot him, because he was carrying gun and assembled bombs.

Aprianto was one the ducklings mentioned by Basri or Bagong, one of the prominent people in the DPO in Poso who was arrested by the brigades in Kayamanya, Poso Kota, last February.

Anak bebek did not consisted only of youngsters in the age of 15 to 20, but also of men older than that. Those who recently joined the group were called the ducklings.

They chose to join Basri because they were invited. The method of the invitation was by telling a bunch of high school aged teenagers about the deadly riot in Poso in 2000, while also showing tapes of Muslims being killed in the religious based riot. They focused on recruiting teenagers whose relatives were killed or house was burnt in that massive riot.

  From that point on, the group explained about the cruelty of the Christians who burned down the Wali Songo Pesantren in Poso, raped and killed the teachers there, killed their family, and also committed the massacre in Buyung Katedo, Lage, Poso and also other several incidents. The goal was to plant hatred in these teenagers to the Christians.

The teenagers were also victims from the riot. They had to move from Poso and could not go to school for quite a long time. But at that time they were still in elementary or junior high school. Apparently they did not know what actually happened back then. But as they were being brain washed with strong doctrines, they became what people said as duckling.

Apparently the method of recruitment was accurate. Out of 10 youngsters invited, at least five were interested and were willing to join Basri’s group. After they became a member and took pledge to be loyal, they started to be taught with doctrines such as killing Christians is a must and the killer will directly go to heaven without having to go through hisab (pay for his dues on earth) and other Islamic doctrines.

The ducklings also played the part as spies. By using bicycles, dozens of these teenagers spied on the police and monitored their activities. Every time the police went inside Gebang Rejo area, they would be the ones who reported to Basri. The ducklings also occasionally attacked the police with catapults. They usually catapulted the police by hiding in the house. They were also the ones who barricaded the police once they were in the field.
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